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OPINION 1439 

Cephalopholis argns Schneider, 1801 and Serranus sexmaculatus 
(currently Cephalopholis sexmaculata) Riippell, 1830 (Osteichthyes): 
conserved 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the name argus Bloch, 1792, as published in the 
binomen Anthias argus, is hereby suppressed for the purposes of the Principle of 
Priority and the Principle of Homonymy. 

(2) Under the plenary powers the name zanana Valenciennes in Cuvier & 
Valenciennes, 1828, as published in the binomen Serranus zanana, is hereby suppressed 
for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy. 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) argus Schneider, 1801, as published in the binomen Cephalopholis argus; 

(b) sexmaculatus Ruppell, 1830, as published in the binomen Serranus 
sexmaculatus. 

(4) The following names are hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and 
Invalid Specific Names in Zoology: 

(a) guttatus Bloch, 1790, as published in the binomen Bodianus guttatus (having 
been rejected as a junior homonym of guttata Linnaeus, 1758 when both Perea 
guttata L. and B, guttatus were included in Serranus or Epinephelus); 

(b) argus Bloch, 1792, as published in the binomen Anthias argus and as suppressed 
in (1) above; 

(c) zanana Valenciennes in Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1828, as published in the 
binomen Serranus zanana and as suppressed in (2) above. 


History of case 2470 

An application for the conservation of Cephalopholis argus Schneider, 1801 and 
Serranus sexmaculatus Ruppell, 1830 was received from Dr J. E. Randall {Bishop 
Museum, Honolulu, Han'aii, U.S.A.), Dr M.-L. Bauchot {Muskim Nationald'Histoire 
Naturelle, Paris, France), Dr A. Ben-Tuvia {Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel) and 
Dr P. C. Heemstra {J. L. B. Smith Institute of Ichthyology, Grahamstown, RSA) on 19 
March 1984. After correspondence a revised case was published in BZN 42: 374-378 
(December 1985). Notice of the case was given to thirteen general and nine specialist 
serials. A comment from Dr G. F. Mees {Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historic, 
Leiden, The Netherlands) was received and published in BZN 43: 227 (October 1986). 
This pointed out that a senior synonym of argus Schneider, 1801, namely guttatus 
Bloch, 1790 (published as Bodianus guttatus) was permanently invalid under Article 
59b because it had been rejected as being a junior homonym, and therefore it did not 
require suppression. As a consequence of this comment the authors agreed to with¬ 
draw part A of the application, as well as proposals (1) (a) and (4) (a) listed in BZN 42: 
376. 
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Decision of the Commission 

On 1 December 1986 the members of the Commission were invited to vote for or 
against the proposals set out in BZN 42: 376 as modified in the light of the published 
comment and with the proposal that guttatus Bloch, 1790, as published in the binomen 
Boclianus guttatus. be placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific 
Names in Zoology as a junior secondary homonym of guttata Linnaeus, 1758, as 
published in the binomen Perea guttata. At the close of the voting period on 1 March 
1987 the state of the voting was as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 19: Alvarado, Bayer, Bernard!, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Hahn, 
Halvorsen, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Melville, Mroczkowski, Savage, 
Schuster, Starobogatov, Trjapitzin, Willink 
Negative votes — none. 

Dupuis abstained because the voting paper was insufficiently clear. Gruchy and Ride 
were on leave of absence. No votes were returned by Heppell, Thompson and Ueno. 

Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on an Official List and an Official 
Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 

argus, Anthias, Bloch, 1792, Naturgeschichte der Auslandischen Fische. part 6, p. Ill 
argus, Cephalopholis. Schneider, in Bloch & Schneider, 1801, ichthyologiae, p. 311 

guttatus, Bodianus, Bloch, 1790, Naturgeschichte der Auslandischen Fische. part 4, p. 36 
sexmaculatus, Serranus, Ruppell, 1830, Atlas zii der Reise im nordlichen Afrika. Fische des rothen 
Meers, p. 107 

zanana, Serranus, Valenciennes in Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1828, Histoire naturelle des poissons 
vol. 2, p. 339. 



